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3 August 2021 
 
Mr. Vangelis Vitalis 
APEC 2021 Senior Officials’ Meeting Chair 
Deputy Secretary, Trade and Economic 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
New Zealand  
 
Dear Vangelis, 
 

On behalf of the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), I would like to express our strong 
support for APEC’s work to strengthen health systems and promote strong life science 
ecosystems, particularly ahead of the 11th High-Level Meeting on Health and the Economy.  
 
As we progress through the second year of the global COVID-19 pandemic, the importance of 
international coordination and collaboration between the public and private sectors on health 
and life sciences issues is clearer than ever.  Such an approach is also consistent with our theme 
for 2021: “People, Place and Prosperity – “Tāngata, Taiao me te Taurikura”.  In other words, the 
needs and interests of our people must be at the heart of everything we do.   
 
ABAC is pleased to see health included in the APEC Putrajaya Vision 2040.  In order to achieve 
that Vision and move towards an Asia-Pacific region that is resilient to shocks, crises, pandemics 
and other emergencies, as well as one that fosters quality growth that brings palpable benefits 
and greater health and wellbeing to all, we put forward the following recommendations: 
 
Ensure the Free Flow of the Goods and Services required to Combat the Pandemic 
Free and open trade is and will continue to be central to our ability to overcome the COVID-19 
pandemic.  ABAC calls for a standstill on export restrictions on vaccines and on a list of essential 
medical supplies and essential services, with a view to remove all such restrictions as soon as 
possible.  In addition, ABAC reiterates its call, made in its Statement on the WTO of May 2021, 
for the permanent elimination of import tariffs and non-tariff barriers on vaccines and on an 
agreed list of essential medical supplies and services, and to address barriers to the movement of 
essential personnel in times of crisis.  We further reiterate our recommendation for new 
reporting and monitoring mechanisms for trade in vaccines and medical supplies. 
 
ABAC recognizes the importance of open, resilient, diversified, efficient and reliable global 
supply chains and encourages APEC’s continued work on supply chain issues and trade 
facilitation.  ABAC welcomes the statement on COVID-19 Vaccine Supply Chains by APEC 
Ministers Responsible for Trade (MRT).  Trade policy will only increase in importance as we 
work to produce more vaccine to ensure that it gets to everywhere and to everyone.  
 
Apply a Gender Lens to COVID-19 Response and Recovery 
Evidence shows that COVID-19 has disproportionality affected and exacerbated inequalities for 
girls and women who are often the hardest hit, and that women play a critical role in responding 
to crises as frontline healthcare and social workers, caregivers at home, and as mobilizers in their 
communities. To ensure a holistic pandemic response and recovery, we support efforts that 
apply a gender lens to the COVID-19 response and that focus on girls, women, young people, 



 

and underrepresented populations including Indigenous communities in emergency responses, 
social and economic recovery efforts and health systems strengthening in the long term. 
 
Support Strong Innovation Ecosystems 
The development of multiple safe and effective vaccines within a year of the identification of a 
new virus is a tremendous scientific achievement and is a testament to the importance of strong 
innovation ecosystems.  ABAC welcomes APEC’s work to promote policies that foster research 
and development and encourage investment, including the appropriate protection and 
enforcement of intellectual property rights, so that we continue to incentivize the development 
of new medical products including vaccines to combat future challenges while also being able to 
achieve robust public good outcomes. 
 
Accelerate Regulatory Convergence  
Underpinning the free flow of goods and services are regulatory frameworks that are aligned to 
international best practice, coherent and converge as far as possible.  We therefore urge APEC 
economies to achieve regional regulatory convergence of medical product conformity 
assessments and standards procedures by 2030.  This will protect people’s safety and make 

life‐saving medical products available faster which is all the more important in an age of 
mounting health security threats.   
 
Promote Innovative and Sustainable Healthcare Financing Mechanisms 
We welcome ABAC’s continued collaboration with APEC’s Life Sciences Innovation Forum and 
Health Working Group through the Asia-Pacific Financial Forum to develop and expand new 
health financing mechanisms, public-private partnerships, and other solutions to increase access 
to healthcare.  We welcome the development of an APEC Healthcare Financing Roadmap and 
to additional dialogue with health and finance officials to promote policies that strengthen health 
system resilience, health security, and expand universal health coverage. 
 
Facilitate the Safe Movement of People Across Borders 
Safe and seamless reopening of borders is critical to our global recovery.  ABAC organized a 
Public-Private Dialogue to facilitate engagement between policy makers and business leaders on 
what the public and private sectors can do to achieve such a reopening.  ABAC welcomes the 
recommendations regarding the movement of people in the MRT Statement, and in the Informal 
Joint Leaders’ Statement from 15 July.  Our own forthcoming Report to APEC Economic 
Leaders provides ABAC’s more detailed recommendations in this area.  In sum, however, ABAC 
considers that priority should be given to the advancement of health technologies such as 
vaccine development, fit-for-purpose testing, and well-designed, safe and secure digital 
authentication, to expedite the restoration of cross-border travel.  
 
Harness the Digital Economy to Enable Collaboration and Drive Life Sciences 
Innovation 
The pandemic has underscored the importance of leveraging the digital economy and sharing 
information between policymakers, scientists and the business sector in order to respond to the 
pandemic.  We recognize that greater collaboration in digital technologies, including the sharing 
of data as appropriate, can assist this effort.  We support the development of cross-border 
telemedicine and health big data collaboration that takes appropriate account of privacy, security, 
format and protocol, in order to enhance AI-based digital health in the region. 
 
We also underscore the importance of APEC’s inclusion of the private sector in its work and in 
particular the work of the Life Sciences Innovation Forum, which includes robust private sector 
engagement in APEC’s policy making process.  We now know that our recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be a marathon, not a sprint, and that the pandemic will not truly be 
over anywhere until it is over everywhere.  Thus, mechanisms to facilitate engagement between 



 

the public and private sectors will continue to be important and this is a clear strength for APEC 
as an institution. 
 
We look forward to continuing close collaboration on these issues, in keeping with ABAC’s 
theme and to help to achieve the full realization of the Putrajaya Vision 2040. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Taulelei 
ABAC Chair 2021 
 
 
 
Cc: Hon. Damien O’Connor, Minister for Trade and Export Growth, New Zealand 
      Mr. Michael Pearson, Chair, APEC Health Working Group, Canada 
      Ms. Michelle McConnell, Planning Group Chair, APEC Life Sciences Innovation Forum,    
      United States 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


