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SESSION 2: BROADENING THE REACH OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY

RAFAELITA ALDABA

Dr. Rafaelita "Fita" Aldaba is Undersecretary for Competitiveness and Innovation of the Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI). She fulfills a key role in the formulation and implementation of the Inclusive Innovation
Industrial Strategy (i3S), which puts innovation at the heart of the country’s new industrial policy. She is
leading DTI’s initiatives in preparing industries for the Fourth Industrial Revolution and digital transformation,
establishing Regional Inclusive Innovation Centers (RIICs), and growing a robust startup ecosystem in the
country. Undersecretary Aldaba is also a member of the Board of Governors of the Philippine Board of
Investments (BOI). A researcher turned policymaker, Dr. Aldaba was a former Senior Research Fellow and
Acting Vice-President of the Philippine Institute for Development Studies.
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ROLANDO AVENDANO
Economist
Asian Development Bank

MAES ALCONCEL

National Project Coordinator
EU ARISE Plus Philippines

STEPHANIE HONEY

Rolando Avendano is an economist at the Economic Research and Cooperation Department of the Asian
Development Bank. His research focuses on regional integration, FDI and competitiveness in emerging
economies. Prior to joining ADB, he worked for the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) in Paris, France. He was partnership coordinator of PARIS21 (OECD Statistics and
Data Directorate), economist with the Director’s Office (OECD Development Centre), and research associate
with the OECD Trade Directorate and Economics Department. Previously, he was a lecturer at the
Engineering Faculty of University of Los Andes (Colombia), and research associate at University College
London (UK). A French and Colombian national, he holds a PhD in economics from the Paris School of
Economics (PSE).
Maes Alconcel is an international trade expert, with 16 years of experience on advancing trade and
investment initiatives, expanding market access for products and services and business advocacy, particularly
to address trade policy issues facing businesses in the Asia-Pacific/ASEAN region. She is currently with the
International Trade Centre (ITC) as the National Project Coordinator for the EU ARISE Plus Philippines. In
2015, she decided to be directly involved in helping companies, especially MSMEs, participate in
international trade. She was with the Singapore Business Federation (2016-2019) as the head of the FTAs
and International Relations Department, where she developed Singapore’s FTA education and outreach
program, and advocated the business community’s interests and needs at various international
trade/business platforms such as the ABAC and APSC.
Stephanie Honey is a trade policy consultant with a particular interest in digital trade, regional economic
integration and the WTO, agriculture, services and inclusion in trade. She was a former New Zealand trade
negotiator and chief agri-negotiator during the intensive phase of the WTO Doha Round. She is also
currently Deputy Executive Director and Lead Staffer NZ of the APEC Business Advisory Council, Associate
Director of the New Zealand International Business Forum, and co-founder of Global Trade Insights, a
business offering executive education in trade policy. She sits on the Board of the New Zealand Horticulture
Export Authority, the Advisory Board of the Centres for Asia-Pacific Excellence and the Executive Board of
the TradeExperettes.
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FREDERIC LEVY

Fred Levy is the Chief Commercial Officer of GCash, the leading mobile wallet in the Philippines with 46M+
registered users. He oversees all GCash Business Units pertaining to Payments and Transfers. He developed
and implemented several of the business solutions and strategies which have led GCash to become the
leading mobile wallet in the Philippines. Before joining GCash, Fred successfully built multiples ventures in
the Digital & Tech Industry in Europe first, and then, in the Philippines. These past couple of years, he has
held executive roles in different known companies in the Philippines. His extensive experience in the
business of technology has put up his extensive knowledge and insight towards the movements of the
industry.
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Mei Hua (Louisa) Su is the Secretary General of Taiwan Coalition of Service Industries (TWCSI) since 2012 .
Founded in 2007, TWCSI is the General Chamber of Commerce's think tank on service policies and serves as
the major voice for service industries in Taiwan. She was the Director of International Affairs Department at
the General Chamber of Commerce since 2012. Prior to working in the Chamber, she spent 7 years with the
Taiwan Bags Association as the Secretary General, coordinating business activities around the world. She
also worked for 3 years with the Taiwan External Trade Development Council in forming marketing and
manufacturing alliances with foreign fashion industries.
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