
        

APEC NEWS RELEASE Issued by 

The APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) 

 
 
ABAC Report, Powering the Digital Economy, Highlights Innovative Solutions for More 
Sustainable Data Centers 
 
Busan, 28 October – Today the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) released its report 
titled Powering the Digital Economy: The Data Center Dilemma, highlighting both the economic benefits 
and environmental impact of the digital economy. Over the past few years, the mass adoption of 
streaming platforms, online gaming, and cloud storage — combined with billions of devices in 
constant operation — has fueled unprecedented demand for data centers and energy to power 
them.  The rise of AI is scaling the pressure for this critical digital infrastructure. 
 
Data centers, the backbone of today’s digital economy, are driving unprecedented electricity 
demand. As AI adoption accelerates, total consumption from data centers could quadruple by 
2030, with some AI clusters already drawing as much power as entire cities.  
 
“Today, one in five data centers is at risk of power shortages or grid connection delays as demand 
outpaces available capacity. While data centers can be built in months, the energy infrastructure 
that sustains them takes years to expand. Without timely, coordinated action, APEC economies 
face mounting power shortages, infrastructure delays, and an accelerating digital divide” said Jan 
De Silva, Chair of ABAC’s AI & Digital innovation Working Group (AIDIWG).  
 
“The digital divide today is no longer just about internet access, it’s about grid resilience, capital 
access, and human capacity. Without sustainable infrastructure, many economies risk being left 
behind in the AI revolution” added Wong Wai Meng, Vice-Chair of ABAC’s AIDIWG.  
 
The report urges policymakers to work with the private sector to accelerate the development of 
sustainable digital infrastructure — from data centers and computing capacity to water and power 
systems that support them. It calls on APEC economies to integrate digital economy demand 
forecasting into their energy planning to ensure economies are well positioned for sustainable 
digital transformation.   
 
This report builds on ABAC’s Declaration on Sustainable AI Infrastructure and Investment, 
highlighting the pivotal role the private sector plays in advancing energy-efficient, climate-aligned 
digital infrastructure, and on ABAC’s earlier Statement on Artificial Intelligence, calling for the 
responsible development and implementation of AI technology. 
  
“Businesses see enormous opportunity in AI, but without sustainable infrastructure, that 
opportunity won’t be shared equally,” added Kyuho Lee, ABAC 2025 Chair, “This is a chance for 
APEC to lead by strengthening the foundations of a digital economy that advances innovation, 
enhances competitiveness, and supports our collective climate goals.” 
 

https://www2.abaconline.org/page-content/22639821/apec-business-leaders-issue-declaration-on-sustainable-ai-infrastructure-and-investment
https://www2.abaconline.org/assets/2023/Annex-1-ABAC-Statement-on-Artificial-Intelligence.pdf


The future of AI in APEC lies not only in speed and scale, but in building a sustainable and 
inclusive digital economy. This report offers practical strategies for policymakers and the private 
sector to ensure data centers remain a strategic asset without furthering the strain on grids or the 
environment. 
 
Report can be found here. 
 
 
APEC Member Economies: Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; Korea; 

Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines; Russia; Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; United States 

of America; and Viet Nam.  

ABAC was created by APEC Leaders in 1995 to be the primary voice of business in APEC. Each economy has three members who are appointed by 

their respective Leaders. They meet four times a year in preparation for the presentation of their recommendations to the Leaders in a dialogue that is a 

key event in the annual Leaders Meeting.  

Under Korea’s leadership, ABAC is pursuing a work program under the theme “Bridge. Business. Beyond.” to respond to the challenge of maintaining 

the economic vitality of the Asia-Pacific Region and ensure it benefits all.  

ABAC 2025 Chair is Kyuho Lee (Korea) and the Co-Chairs are Julia Torreblanca (Peru) and Li Fanrong (China), with five (5) working group 

chairs, namely: Anna Curzon, Regional Economic Integration Working Group (REIWG); Junichiro Ikeda, Sustainability Working Group (SWG); 

Michaela Browning, Finance and Economic Working Group (FEWG); Jan De Silva, AI and Digital Innovation Working Group (AIDIWG); and 

Kyuho Lee, Bio and Healthcare Working Group (BHWG). 

For further information please contact: 

Mr. Hyungkon Park, ABAC Executive Director 2025 Phone: +82 2 6050 3686 Email: 2025apecabac@korcham.net 

Mr. Antonio Basilio, Director, ABAC Secretariat      Mobile: +63 917 849 3351  Email: abacsec@pfgc.ph  
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